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Senate Democrats to file lawsuit against 63rd Senate district

Joseph Spector 

February 1, 2012

Senate Democrats are filing a lawsuit today over Senate Republicans’ decision to add an additional seat, claiming the move is unconstitutional.

Sen. Martin Malave Dilan, D-Brooklyn, is among plaintiffs who are filing the lawsuit against Senate Republicans for creating a 63rd Senate seat during the redistricting process this year. The lawsuit is to be filed today in state Supreme Court in Manhattan.

The 53-page lawsuit claims that the creation of the 63rd Senate district through the Hudson Valley is unconstitutional, saying it was created clearly for political purposes.

The Senate now has 62 seats. Republicans hold a slim 32-29 seat majority with one vacancy. All 213 legislative seats drawn in redistricting will be on the November ballot.

“This is blatantly unconstitutional,” the lawsuit states. It adds, “There is no constitutional path that leads to a 63-seat Senate in 2012.”

The lawsuit, not unexpected, will complicate matters for the state Legislative Task Force on Demographic Research and Reapportionment. The task force made up of lawmakers is seeking to finalize the 213 legislative lines after a series of public hearings over the next several weeks.

They have yet to release the lines for the 27 U.S. House seats, and the timeline for a June 26 primary for congressional seats is unlikely to be met, lawmakers said this week.

The Senate Democrats’ lawsuit is filed against the task force. The lawsuit is expected to be the first of many filed against it.

Assemblyman David Gantt, D-Rochester, said last week he may sue over how the city of Rochester would be split into three Senate districts, claiming it would disenfranchise the city’s minority voters.

Other minority groups have also threatened lawsuits over how the state’s large cities are being divided.  
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